The chapter on head pain is, not altogether surprisingly, the longest by a narrow margin, but the author proves equally sound when discussing neck, thoracic, low back, abdominal and extremity pain, as well as the dreaded but not uncommon problem of total body pain. The use of American drug trade names throughout is a minor irritant but the book is well written, is relevant to contemporary practice in Australasia and seems based on a wealth of experience.
While in 200 pages this relatively slim volume doesn't set out to provide the depth of knowledge required for examinations, I think it offers a broad medically-orientated overview of chronic pain and as such would be an excellent practical introduction for anaesthetists and trainees. P. SLATTERY Clarence Gardens, South Australia 978-0-323-03167-7. This compact book presents a synopsis of critical care medications. It is divided into two parts; Part 1 is the A-Z Drug Monographs with clearly labelled alphabetical thumb tabs and coding to denote high alert drugs and Part 2 is the Drug Classification Tables, a resource which allows comparison within the different groups. This section makes reference to many drugs not included in the monographs, thus compensating for regional preferences. Finally, the index is arguably the most valuable tool for navigation within the text as it includes the various different generic drug names.
Despite the obvious attention to detail, I was surprised to note the significant drug monograph omissions on reasonably frequently used medications such as meropenem, pipericillin and omeprazole. Further, I could find absolutely no reference to Recombinant Factor VIIa (rFVIIa) or levosimendan. As an aside, I also noted that there was no reference to the incompatibility resulting in precipitation of vecuronium and thiopentone when administered through the line-a significant possibility for those responsible for the management of refractory intracranial hypertension.
In conclusion, this book provides a review of most drugs utilised within the intensive care environment. It is however difficult to know exactly what role it would have as, from the physicians' perspective, there is too much pharmaceutical information for even the trainee preparing for exams. It may be suitable to be considered a unit-based resource, perhaps an alternative to the Australian Injectable Drugs Handbook.
A 978-0-443-10078-9. As with previous editions of Textbook of Anaesthesia, the objectives of this fifth edition is to provide a textbook meeting the requirements for beginners in anaesthesia and an essential resource for those preparing for the (English) Primary Examination.
There are a number of modifications, apart from the reduced size. Most noticeably, there is a rearrangement in the order in which the chapters appear. There is also a reduction in basic anatomy and physiology, particularly renal and respiratory.
This edition is reader-friendly, subtopics are highlighted and different fonts are employed. The chapter subject appears at the top of the left hand page and the relevant section at the top of the right hand page. Many chapters have minor rearrangements and modifications reflecting present day practice, e.g. the chapter on anaesthesia outside the operating theatre environment (Chapter 34) now includes accident and emergency departments as well as accident scenes. Guidelines for patient selection and exclusion for day case general anaesthesia are more liberal and updated. Similarly, the appendices are updated with dobutamine and esmolol infusion regimes included.
Not surprisingly, the U.K. practice is similar to our own. There are a few differences noted. The book describes the use of nasal masks for dental anaesthesia and, in the chapter on 'Paediatric Anaesthesia' (Chapter 36), it is stated that general anaesthesia is avoided for neonatal inguinal hernia repair because of the risk of postoperative apnoea. Although this book would not meet the requirements for our own Part I candidates, it certainly achieves the difficult objective of providing an easy-to-read text for beginners in anaesthesia. All the sub-specialties are covered, including intensive care and chronic pain. The chapters on 'Intercurrent Disease', 'Obstetric Anaesthesia', 'Thoracic and Cardiac Surgery', 'Neurosurgery' and 'Orthopaedic Surgery' are particularly well written.
One major omission is any discussion on cardiopulmonary resuscitation. This would seem to be an unusual decision of the editors because the book is designed to be a practical guide for "all anaesthetists and other health care professionals involved in the care of patients". Another important omission is that in Chapter 17 on 'Local Anaesthetic Techniques', there is no discussion on ultrasound-guided techniques.
Despite these criticisms, this single-volume textbook of anaesthesia covers a wide range of easyto-read topics and is a valuable source of general information. It would be a suitable textbook for junior trainees who need a compact and practical introduction to the specialty. It would also be suitable for allied professionals who are involved in the care of patients in the perioperative period. This book is recommended for anaesthetic department libraries.
A 978-1-4160-3091-1. This publication evolved from notes written when one of the authors was preparing for the American Perioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography exam, with the aim of providing a readily accessible on-the-spot guide for the perioperative echocardiographer-including normal values, formulae and obscure normal variants and congenital abnormalities. It is not (nor does it claim to be) an introductory text to transoesophageal echocardiography.
In many aspects this manual achieves these aims. It is certainly small and robust enough to be carried around in pockets of operating room attire. It comprises 179 pages (of high quality thick paper) and two useful summary cards. There is a good index and the first page of each chapter has a colour-coded tab, which facilitates rapid access to relevant sections of the book.
The price includes a password to enable the purchaser to download a PDA version of the text (via either Mac or PC). It works on both Palm and Windows Mobile handheld devices. The PDA version includes the entire contents of the manual (both text and diagrams), but no video loops.
Unfortunately, this publication has a number of significant deficiencies. There are many errors in the manuscript. For example, factors resulting in transvalvular gradients under-and over-estimating aortic valve areas are interchanged, the text and diagrams incorrectly assert that one should only trace the early filling wave to determine mean transmitral gradients; restricted mitral valve leaflet motion associated with ischaemia is solely ascribed to ischaemic papillary muscles with no mention of the significance of changes in ventricular geometry.
Subject selection and emphasis is sometimes surprising. For example there are 16 pages devoted to diastolic function (the longest chapter), yet there is only just over a single page on regional left ventricular dysfunction! There are also significant omissions, e.g. no mention of mitral annular dimensions, the double envelope method and Doppler velocity index for determining aortic stenosis severity, assessment of regurgitant volume with PISA. There are also some inconsistencies between different sections of the text and summary cards, e.g. in cut-off valve areas and gradients for different degrees of aortic valvular stenosis and regurgitation.
Overall, I like the concept and accessibility of the information in this manual and I believe many perioperative echocardiographers will find it useful. However, it could have been much better with more careful editing and reviewing.
R . This is the paediatric anaesthesia version of the popular series of Oxford Specialist Handbooks. The book is softback and indeed pocket-sized, with a durable plastic cover and two handy page-marking ribbons. The book is divided into several sections; 1) physiology/pharmacology/psychology, 2) general principles of paediatric anaesthesia, 3) analgesia, 4) elective surgery, 5) emergency surgery, and 6) problems/resuscitation/syndromes/sedation.
The content is nearly always up-to-date and based on U.K. practice which is readily translated to Australian and New Zealand practice. Although the book is over 600 pages long, the layout is strictly in bullet-point form. The result is a very comprehensive list of facts and comments but limited capacity for discussion or deeper analysis of controversial or
